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Sovereignty of God  

Having stated this balancing truth, I want to share the fourth passage of scripture regarding 

Holy Spirit shifting us from phase to phase, season to season. His divine shifts, changing the 

times and seasons (Daniel 2:20-21), occurs in us, not just in the world around us. Psalm 84:4-7 

says we go from strength to strength: 

“How blessed are those who dwell in Thy house! They are ever praising Thee. How blessed is 

the man whose strength is in Thee; in whose heart are the highways to Zion! Passing through 

the valley of Baca, they make it a spring. The early rain also covers it with blessings. They go 

from strength to strength, every one of them appears before God in Zion.” 

“Baca” means weeping; therefore, the valley of Baca means “the valley of weeping.” We 

frequently refer to difficult times and situations in life as valleys. As we pass through these 

valleys - aren’t you glad they aren’t permanent - refreshing springs can burst forth as we 

cooperate with God. A valley of tears can be transformed into a place from which the water of 

life flows. A barren, dry place can be transformed into a place of springs. 

Notice that the place of new strength, doesn’t emerge after Baca, it is actually born at Baca - 

the place of weeping. The Hebrew word used for “strength” is also very revealing. Chayil is from 

the root word chuwl, the Old Testament word for travail or giving birth to something. What a 

picture! When we walk in faith and perseverance through difficult places, God can actually use 

them to birth (chuwl) new places of strength (chayil) in us. Like the cocoon of a butterfly, Baca 

can become a place of transformation. And like the butterfly, our destiny is not the cocoon of 

Baca - weeping; our destiny is the flight of freedom and victory. 

The dry, barren places in our lives can indeed become places from which the river of life flows 

and new strength is born. God has been doing much work in this troubling time on earth. 

Unfortunately, many Christians have not realized that the difficult seasons of travail are often 

the conduit to bring us to new levels. Rather than persevering through these seasons, many 

have despised the Bacas in their lives and grown bitter or cynical. Rather than going from 

strength to strength, they unwittingly choose to remain in Baca, making it home. They don’t 

move from a place of plowing and sowing to one of reaping and blessing. Tragically, many miss 

the shifting of the times and seasons God wants to do for them. 

(To be continued.) 


